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This January, Bruderman Asset Management LLC, the 
parent Company of Gary Goldberg Financial Services 
(GGFS), launched 1879 Advisors, merging the Goldberg and 
Bruderman brands into one forward looking financial advisory 
firm with a long history of helping investors. We recently 
held a ‘fire-side chat’ with James M. Bruderman, President of 
Bruderman Asset Management LLC, Michael Murphy, Chief 
Investment Officer, and Rich Kersting, President of 1879 
Advisors and Head of Advisor Development. Below are some 
excerpts from the discussion:

Jim, why 1879 Advisors?

James M. Bruderman: Well Oliver, the name expresses the 
continuity of our experience and philosophy in helping investors.  My 
family has been managing client portfolios for three generations, going 
back to my grandfather who started his career on Wall Street in 1928.  He 
inherited his business from his mentor, an investor and philanthropist 
named Robert Brunner, whose father started in the business in 1879.  
That’s five generations of experience, each with an overlap of 20 years 
or more; learning from each other and passing that knowledge along.  
Coupled with Gary Goldberg Financial Services’ forty year history, 
Mike Murphy’s leadership of our Portfolio Management Team, and 
Rich Kersting’s training and development of our Advisors, we have a 
world class team dedicated to our clients success, we wanted a brand 
name that captures our collective experience, rather than just one 
person’s name on the door.  That’s why we are 1879 Advisors.

Wonderful background. You must have a lot of great stories 
and lessons learned over the years.  Is there one thing that 
differentiates 1879 Advisors from everyone else?

James M. Bruderman: I could talk for hours, if not weeks, about 
the lessons and stories I’ve learned from my father and grandfather 
and promise to share more in future discussions and meetings. The one 
thing that I think differentiates us most is having a dedicated Portfolio 
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Management team led by Michael Murphy who also chairs our 
Investment Committee.  Rather than relying on the stock picking 
prowess of one individual who could be wearing a lot of hats at other 
firms, our clients receive the collective experience of the entire firm and 
our full-time staff of securities analysts; most with CFA designations or 
working towards them. Michael and his team truly deliver institutional 
quality investment management to our individual investors.

Thanks Jim. It sounds like a great team. Michael, can you 
tell us more about the team and how client 
portfolios are managed?

Michael Murphy: More than anything else, 
we focus on quality and risk management. We 
have a robust securities analysis and screening 
process, which lays the framework for our overall 
investment strategy. Our portfolios are designed to 
take significantly less risk than their benchmarks or 
portfolios from many of our peers. Moreover, by 
focusing on strong and disciplined stock selection, 
we have historically achieved market-like returns 
while exposing our clients to less volatility and risk 
than the S&P 500 or other broad indexes. 

Thanks, Michael, for that great perspective. 
Looking ahead, what is your outlook for 2020 
and beyond; are there any immediate risks investors should 
be concerned with?

Michael Murphy: While there are more than a few economic and 
geopolitical risks on our radar screen, our outlook for the economy and 
markets is generally positive for the year ahead. The most important 
advice we can provide investors is to make sure their portfolios are 
sufficiently diversified and structured around their time frame and risk 
tolerance. Rich Kersting and his team of Investment Advisors are experts 
at helping clients structure their assets to provide the right combination 
of growth and safety to reach their goals and still sleep at night. 

Thanks Michael, great advice.
Rich, what makes a good Financial Advisor, and what do you 
look for in an Investment Advisor?

Richard Kersting: Advisors should have a financial planning 
background and expert knowledge of investment products and 
strategies.  It’s also important that they share our investment philosophy. 
The single most important attribute though is having a real passion for 
helping people by providing the right education and recommendations 

so that investors can have the confidence and 
peace of mind that comes with knowing they’re 
on track to reach their goals.  We’re growing 
quickly and are looking for Advisors that share 
our passion. We recently opened a new office in 
White Plains and will be adding more offices in 
Rockland County and Long Island in 2020.

Wow, that’s impressive and certainly 
shows a commitment to helping area 
investors!  Along those lines, what sort of 
clients do you think would benefit from 
the services 1879 Advisors offers?

Richard Kersting: Great question. 
Investors who are planning for retirement or 
are currently retired and want to make sure their 

portfolios are structured properly to provide for their income needs can 
benefit from our expertise. Helping these clients has always been our 
strong suit, and getting it done right is critical when people are leaving 
their best earning years. Along the same lines, we can help anyone 
switching jobs evaluate  their 401(k) roll-over options to make sure 
their retirement money is working at least as hard as they are. Given our 
affiliation with Bruderman Brothers, we also have an impressive suite 
of resources for closely held private businesses. These include company 
and self-employed retirement plans, and Investment Banking services 
for owners considering a sale or looking to raise capital.   
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Start the New Year strong with a 
complimentary portfolio consultation.

1879 Advisors has generations of experience providing investors and their families 
with institutional quality portfolio management and innovative wealth planning 

strategies to preserve and grow their assets.

Call today at (800) 433-0323 for a complimentary 
portfolio review and an invitation to one of their 

upcoming workshops near you.
www.1879advisors.com 

“our clients 
receive the 
collective 
experience of the 
entire firm and 
our full-time 
staff of securities 
analysts”


